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SMITH), raised with the Secretary be-
forehand.

First, the contact group supports a
new OSCE mission led by former Span-
ish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez and
the return of the mission to Kosovo,
the Sandzak and Vojvodina. Getting an
international presence on the ground
which can deter human rights viola-
tions and report objectively on the sit-
uation is absolutely critical.

Frankly, I believe there has not been
a sufficient effort to get a mission back
on the ground. Milosevic kicked out
the mission and opposed its return be-
cause of Yugoslavia’s suspension of the
OSCE, yet he invited the OSCE to come
to Serbia during and after elections in
1996 and 1997, when he found it conven-
ient.

Whatever else we do, Mr. Speaker, we
must create this international presence
on the ground as a first step.

Second, the contact group urged the
prosecutor of the international crimi-
nal tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
to gather information related to the vi-
olence in Kosovo which may fall within
its jurisdiction.

Third, the contact group rec-
ommended adoption of the mandate for
UNPREDEP, the U.N. peacekeeping
force in neighboring Macedonia, which
has a U.S. contingent.

Mr. Speaker, this House, the Senate
and this Nation must speak out for the
safety of those in Kosovo.

If Kosovo explodes, its potential for direct
spillover into neighboring countries is actually
greater than it was for Bosnia, and we must
be prepared for that threat.

As far as political and economic sanctions
on Belgrade, Russia has indicated opposition
at this time. I hope Moscow reconsiders this
position. While it calls for sanctions on Latvia
resulting from a demonstration in which no in-
juries were reported, the Russian Government
opposed sanctions against a regime which
brutally attacked whole villages and caused
more than 75 fatalities, including women and
children.

Finally, I want to make clear that my opposi-
tion to Slobodan Milosevic is not opposition to
the Serbian people. They, too, are victims in
all of this. They are denied their basic human
rights through limits on a free media, rigged
elections and harassment by the authorities.
Ultimately, Mr. Speaker, we need to focus
more squarely not just on ethnic conflict in the
Balkans, but on democratization in Serbia. Ul-
timately, we cannot rely on Slobodan
Milosevic to maintain stability in the Balkans,
a democratic Serbia is essential to that end, in
Bosnia and in Kosovo.

Given our witness to the horrors which took
place in Bosnia, we should be aware of the
dangers of Kosovo. As Polish foreign minister,
and OSCE chairman, Bronislav Gerememek
said in February, ‘‘In Kosovo we are witness-
ing a conflict in preparation * * * it would be
inexcusable for the OSCE to remain passive
regarding Kosovo.’’ I fully agree, and hope my
colleagues will support strong action to pre-
vent a new and potentially more dangerous
conflict in the Balkans.

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
MEMBERSHIP ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. JEN-
KINS). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. EHRLICH) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. EHRLICH. Mr. Speaker, after
months of waiting, the Supreme Court
recently rendered a decision in the
AT&T Federal Credit Union case. The
court held in a 5-to-4 decision that five
North Carolina banks had standing to
challenge the NCUA’s 1982 common
bond interpretation. Furthermore, of
the justices that contemplated the
‘‘field of membership’’ issue, the court
held 5-to-0 that some credit unions had
overstepped the membership limits
contained in the 1934 Federal Credit
Union Act.

All eyes are on Congress to resolve
this important issue.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today not to talk
about the problems facing credit
unions, but to offer a solution. Today I
will be introducing the Federal Credit
Union Membership Act of 1998. While
there are many ‘‘field of membership’’
proposals on the table and indeed a bill
that codifies the 1982 interpretation, I
am taking a quite different approach to
resolving this issue.

The purpose of my bill is not to pla-
cate either side, the banks or the credit
unions. Rather, I wish to restore credit
unions as we the Congress intended
them to be when originally chartered,
not what some credit unions have be-
come or what banks want them to be.
Congress chartered credit unions with
the purpose of restricting them to
members who share a common bond.
Quite simply, the common bond con-
stitutes the union in credit union.

The 1982 interpretation and current
legislative proposal supported by the
credit unions establishes no discernible
limit on membership and therefore no
common bond or union.

In fact, Justice Thomas wrote in a
Supreme Court ruling that ‘‘Section
109 cannot be considered a limitation
on credit union membership if at the
same time it permits a limitless re-
sult.’’ Accordingly, my bill restores the
limitations originally placed on credit
union membership.

As times have changed and financial
markets have evolved from the post-
Depression era, I recognize credit union
membership must be made available to
a broader segment of our population.
Further, in today’s society we most
closely identify ourselves by our pro-
fession or career. Thus, my bill creates
a new ‘‘field of membership’’ entitled
‘‘trade’’ credit union.

The ‘‘trade’’ credit union is defined
as members of a group that share a
common trade, profession or occupa-
tion. As promised to my constituents,
my proposal maintains the tax status
of credit unions and exempts them
from regulatory burdens like CRA. Im-
posing such conditions begs the follow-
ing question: If a credit union is not
subject to membership limits, pays

taxes and conforms to CRA require-
ments, what is the distinction between
such an institution and a mutual sav-
ings bank? I contend it would be so
similar there would be no justification
for maintaining the Federal credit
union charter and the NCUA.

Finally, my bill protects current
credit union members by
grandfathering all members of a Fed-
eral credit union prior to February 25,
1998. The bottom line, Mr. Speaker, is
that credit union members do not need
to worry about being divested or losing
the membership privileges they cur-
rently enjoy.

Industry groups have dug in on both
sides of this debate. Still, I hope and
believe this bill will serve as a middle
ground which addresses legitimate
grievances by banks with regard to the
limits of field of membership and al-
lows credit unions to expand and pros-
per in a safe and sound manner.

As Congress moves forward, Mr.
Speaker, with modernizing banks and
other financial institutions, we should
also update the 1934 Credit Union Act
and bring credit unions into the 1990s.

For my colleagues who are interested
in my approach and seek to resolve
this important issue, I ask that they
join me as a cosponsor of the Federal
Credit Union Act of 1998.
f

URGENT APPEAL FROM CUBA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker,
March 8 is commemorated as the Inter-
national Day of Women’s Rights. With
that motive and also because of what
has been going on in Cuba since the
Pope’s visit in January, an urgent ap-
peal went out from Cuba yesterday,
March 9, signed by a very distinguished
group of women dissidents and inde-
pendent journalists. And their urgent
petition to the international organiza-
tions for human rights and all women,
which went out yesterday, I would like
to read at this point.

It reads as follows:
‘‘The so-called ‘pardons’ that the

government of Fidel Castro has instru-
mented in the last few months as an
attempt to obtain the good graces of
international heads of State have not
been acts of clemency or goodwill.

‘‘It is an outrage that within two
years of the next millennium Cuba
maintains in its prisons more than
100,000 prisoners and another signifi-
cant number of detainees at adjacent
interrogation facilities. In proportion
to population, the penal population on
the island is perhaps the largest in
Latin America, and even more criminal
still is the cruel and brutal treatment
that is suffered by political prisoners,
especially women.

‘‘Very few women have been released,
a significant number of women still re-
main incarcerated, among them Rosa
Maria Pujol Llanes, Rosalina Gonzalez
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